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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for verifying e va l uat i ng a boot source in a 
computer system having a processor comprising: 

storing a trusted boot source in a first register, the first register comprising a write-once 
register; 

determining an actual the boot source used by the processor each time the computer 
system boots including examining a location of a predetermined number of 
instructions initially executed during boot up; , tho boot sourco dotorm i n i ng further 
i nc l ud i ng wr i t i ng 

storing an identity of the actual boot source in a second register: , tho i dent i ty of tho boot 
sourc e i nc l ud i ng a l ocat i on of a part i cu l ar numb e r of i nstruct i ons i n i t i a ll y 
e x e cut e d; anda ll you 
a ll ow i ng tho boot sourco to bo spoc i f i od onco as a known boot sourco 
comparing the actual boot source against the trusted boot source . 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the trusted boot source 
comprises a FLASH boot source, th e known boot sourc e a ll ow i ng st e p furth e r i nc l ud e s: 
spec i fy i ng that tho known boot sourco to bo a FLASH boot source. 



3-5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Currently Amended) A system for verifying eva l uat i ng a boot source in a 
computer system having a processor coupled with a boot source, the system comprising: 

a first register , comprising a write-once register, the first register for storing an identity of 
a trusted the boot; 

a bridge, coupled in communication with the first register, the bridge to determine an 

actual boot source used by the processor each time the computer system boots 
including examining a location of a predetermined number of instructions initially 
executed during boot up; , tho i dont i tv of tho boot sourco i nc l ud i ng a l ocat i on of a 
part i cu l ar numb e r of i nstruct i ons i n i t i a ll y e x e cut e d; and 

a second register , coupled in communication with the bridge, the second register to store 
an identify of the actual boot source; and for allowing the boot source to be 
specified once as a known boot source A 

wherein the bridge compares the actual boot source against the trusted boot source. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the comput e r syst e m 
i nc l udes a bridge couples coup li ng the processor with the actual boot source and wherein the 
first register and the second register are located within m the bridge. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 c l a i m 7 wherein the bridge is a 

south bridge. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the trusted known boot 
source is written only once to the second register during manufacture of the computer system . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 c l a i m 9 wherein the trusted 
known boot source is a FLASH boot source. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the identity of the 
actual boot source is written to the first register each time the computer system boots. 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 6 wherein the processor is capable of 
checking the boot source stored in the first register to ensure that the boot source is the known 
boot source. 

13-14. (Cancelled). 

1 5. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein storing the trusted boot source 
comprises storing the trusted boot source in the first register during manufacture of the 
computer system. 

16. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

responsive to the actual boot source not matching the trusted boot source, shutting 
down the computer system. 

17. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein responsive actual boot source not 
matching the trusted boot source, shutting down the computer system. 
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